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Abstract

The main purpose of writing this research is to examine the characteristics of
cultural and political identity of young people in the first and fourth decades of
the Islamic Revolution of Iran, she was in the city of Babolsar and the similarities
and identity differences of the youth of these two decades are expressed. This
study examines the identity characteristics of young people in the first and fourth
decades of the revolution using the theoretical framework of Emmanuel Castells
Regarding identities, in the city of Babolsar, the answer to the question is what
was the difference and similarity of the cultural and political identity of the youth
in the first two and fourth decades of the revolution? The present research is
descriptive in terms of method and its collection tool is through the use of library
resources including books, Articles as well as a survey include the distribution of
a number of questionnaires in the form of survey sheets and the refinement and
monitoring of these questionnaires. SPSS software was used in the statistical
analysis of the surveys. The findings of the study indicate that although the
revolutionary Islamic identity of the youth of the fourth decade has become much
less colorful than that of the youth of the first decade, But the youth in this period
still have similarities with the youth of the first decade of the Islamic Revolution.
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1. Introduction

In research, the role of the younger
generation in any period has always been
of great importance. Young people in any
society play a significant role in shaping
the cultures and preserving the identities
of a society. However, each generation will
redefine its identities according to the
conditions and limitations of time and
place. Such a redefinition is done by the
youth of each society under the influence
of their special spirits. Iranian youth are no
exception to this rule. For example, the
youth of the first decade of the Iranian
revolution created a new cultural and
political identity in Iran by overthrowing
the imperial regime and forming a new
military based on Islam and patriotism.
The identity of the youth of this decade
was accompanied by values such as self-
sacrifice, martyrdom and simplicity in the
eight-year war which became the source
of unique services provided for the
deprived and vulnerable classes of society.
This age has been referred to as the golden
age of revolution. However, the youth in
the other decades after the revolution had
a different cultural perspective from the
youth of the first decade. Finding the roots
of these differences and examining the
symmetries of the cultural and political
identity of the youth in different decades
can be a good roadmap for restoring the
identity of the youth of the subsequent
decades and generations of the Iranians.
The main purpose of this study is to study
the characteristics of cultural and political
identity of young people in the first and
fourth decades of the Islamic Revolution of
Iran in Babolsar City and express the
similarities and differences of young
people in these two decades. This study
examines the identity characteristics of

the youth of the first and fourth decades of
the revolution using the theoretical
framework of Emmanuel Castells and
answers this question: What are the
differences and similarities of the cultural
and political identities of the youth in the
first and fourth decades of the revolution?

2. Methodology

Since the study of librarian documents
could not help to present a complete and
comprehensive result, it is necessary to
use the field method or the survey method
to achieve the desired result. In this study,
using the results obtained from the
questionnaires distributed among the
statistical population in two age groups in
Babolsar City, we examined the
importance of identity characteristics of
each spectrum. The respondents of this
research are all social and cultural classes
and natives of the central part of Babolsar
City.

3. Findings

The most important point in the analysis
of the results obtained from these polls is
the degree of reduction of the influence of
Islamist identities among the youth of the
fourth decade compared to the youth of
the first decade. This decrease has been
more observed in secular-religious
identities and also identities with
religious-political aspects. In all the
questions asked, young people in the first
decade were more inclined to Islamic
identities. This shows the influence of
legitimizing identity on this spectrum of
youth. In contrast, the youth of the fourth
decade played a more prominent role in
the resistance and planned identities in
this period, and these identities have
replaced the ruling legitimizing identities.
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4. Conclusion

In general, this study has shown that the
youth in the early period of the revolution
had a stronger Islamic identity than the
youth of this period. Moreover, the youth
of the fourth decade have replaced the
Islamic identities with the Western ones as
the Islamic identities became less
important. However, investigating why the
identities of the young people have
changed in these two periods is beyond
the scope of this research and requires
another extensive research. However, it
should be noted that the long-term
persistence of identity distance between
the explained identities of the government
and the identities of the majority of society
can be a threat to the legitimacy of
government in society. The results
obtained cannot be generalizable because
in this research there are dependent and
disturbing variables that disrupt the
results of the research. Furthermore, this
study has limitations, e.g., it was
conducted at a time when the Iranian
society was in its worst period of
sanctions, there was a pandemic of corona
virus and the economic recession

resulting from these two categories has
declined the physical presence of people
in places such as mosques and cultural
centers. It should also be noted that
according to some scholars, Iranian
society is an unbalanced society, i.e., some
Iranians have several personalities in the
emergence of their identities, so that in
their youth, they express a special identity,
but in their middle age and old age, they
have other identities. Therefore, the
identities of the youth cannot be
generalized to the identities of a person
for the rest of their life.
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