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Abstract

One of the most important reasons for doing this research is to show that water
should not be considered as a mere commodity with an institutional-material
value. On the contrary, it has a cultural-nonmaterial value that can be effective in
regulating and formulating water policies and management. Due to the emphasis
on one dimension of water values and neglect of the other dimensions in water
resources management, there are profound shortcomings in understanding
diverse water value systems and water resources management. The purpose of
this research is to examine the awareness and attitude of the employees of water-
related institutions and organizations and show the importance of water values.
To determine this, the present study distinguishes between two types of
institutional-material value and cultural-nonmaterial value. The present
quantitative research uses the survey method and questionnaire to collect data.
In this study, water department employees were selected using quota sampling.
The results indicate that there is a distinction between the positions of cultural
values (cultural-nonmaterial values) and institutional-material values (water as a
consumer goods) according to the administrative organizations and their
employees. In fact, the orientation of employees of water organizations was
mostly towards institutional-material values.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

According to the approach of the present
research, Iran is a country located in the
desert and semi-desert region and access
to water is severely restricted. (Khalat Bari
Limaki. 2008). Local abundance and varied
uses of water. (Safinezhad 1377) reflect the
importance of cultural diversity in Iran.
However, such socio-cultural attitudes
towards climate change have been
neglected in the management of water
resources in Iran. Therefore, considering
the issue of water scarcity and the role of
water in human life and the planet, and
given that changes occurred in the
modern era challenge water, the emphasis
is on the cultural-immaterial values of
water in integrated resource management.
Water is very important and there are
many institutions and organizations
regarding water in cities that decide on
water resources and are responsible for its
management. Therefore, the presence and
influence of its cultural and intangible
values can play a major role in the
administrative and organizational
management. The main question that
arises here is to what extent the
organizations and departments working in
the field of water pay attention to the
cultural-intangible values of water. In fact,
how do the employees of these
organizations and departments have
knowledge about the cultural-immaterial
values of water?

2. Research Methods

In this study, documentary and survey
methods  have been used. For
measurement and analysis, due to the
efficiency of the survey method in
collecting data, organizing them and the
possibility of statistical operations, the
survey method has been used. In this

method, data is collected using a plan and
map and as a guide to action or to analyze
the relationships between the variables
(Davos. 1387)

The statistical population of this study
included all employees and staff of
organizations and departments related to
water affairs in Amol, Babol and Mahmoud
Abad Cities who were full-time employees
of these departments. In the non-
probability sampling method, a quota was
used according to the target population,
which included 76 people. The analysis
was done at the administrative level on the
individuals within these departments. The
statistical population consisted of male
and female employees of water
department. In terms of time and place,
the present study was conducted in the
early 2020.

3. Findings

In this study, it was shown that the
employees of the  water-related
organizations and departments are
superior to the institutional -material
values over the cultural-immaterial values.
Water and wastewater engineers and
other stakeholders in these matters
basically tend to carry out missions in line
with the institutional-material value of
water and this tendency causes neglect of
the cultural-immaterial value of water. It
turns out that they pay technical attention
to water. This technical view, which is
usually a top-down approach, can have
negative effects on the sustainability of
water resources.

4. Conclusion

The main conclusion is that diverse water
values should be considered in the
management methodologies of water
resources in the community. At the same
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time, in integrated management of water
resources, two aspects must be
considered, climate-biodiversity = and
cultural-ecological diversity. On the other
hand, we are confronted with the whole

social phenomenon of water, in which,
with a holistic view, issues such as value,
governance, politics, justice, and water-
related knowledge must be considered.
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