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Objectives: This research, relying on the theoretical theme of the spatiality of
social relations, attempts to have a qualitative analysis of the subjective
construction of female teachers in formal and informal spaces in Kamyaran City.
The theoretical approach is taken from a critical tradition which focuses on the
centrality of the society and analyzes subjectivity in the context of space .

Methods: For data collection, direct observation and in-depth interview were
used. For data analysis, the method of thematic analysis was used .Results: The

findings have been categorized under 4 main themes and 20 sub-themes. It was
concluded that female teachers adopt themselves to the formal space of schools
through a kind of public transcript. However, they secretly resist school’s
disciplinary mechanisms by means of a hidden transcript. On the contrary, in
informal spaces, female teachers use public transcript not as a means to adopt
themselves to the disciplinary mechanisms but as a way of expressing their own
femininity. They actually try to represent their feminine self through
participating in intimate gatherings, communicating with the opposite sex and
enjoying leisure time .Conclusion: In other words, in informal spaces, women’s
attempt to construct a hidden transcript for self-defense decreases, and their
attempt to empower their feminine agency increases, something which is usually
realized through activities such as face de-masking, bodily representation and
seizing existent spaces.
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Extended Abstract

1 Introduction

This research, relying on the theoretical
theme of the spatiality of social relations,
attempts to have a qualitative analysis of
the subjective construction of female
teachers in formal and informal spaces in
Kamyaran City. The theoretical approach
is taken from a critical tradition which
focuses on the centrality of the society and
analyzes subjectivity in the context of
space. The main argument of this article is
that young women in Iran are
active /resistant agents who use these
signifying systems to resist the cultural
codes and rules produced by formal
dominant culture. Departing from the
grand narratives of this dominant culture,
they are about to make their own personal
choices of their identities.

2 Methods

For data collection, direct observation and
in-depth interview were used, and for data
analysis the method of thematic analysis
was used. In doing inductive thematic
analysis, first the data were read carefully
to identify the meaningful units of text
relevant to the research topic. Second, the
units dealing with the same issue were
grouped together in analytic categories
and given provisional definitions. We
included the same unit of text in more
than one category. In the third step, we
reviewed the data to make sure that the
name and definitions were identified.
During the fourth phase, the themes were
developed into a thematic map to clarify
the direction of analysis by understanding
the patterns in and relationships between
the data. The last two phases involved
analyzing and refining the themes
extracted from data reflecting the

participants’ experiences and perceptions.
The findings are categorized in the form of
4 main themes and 20 sub-themes.

3 Results

The dialectic of female teachers’
subjectivity and formal/ informal spaces
shows that they adopt themselves to the
disciplinary mechanisms of formal spaces
using a kind of public transcript. However,
at the same time they invisibly construct a
form of hidden transcript to resist these
mechanisms. The main function of this
hidden transcript to conform to the
existent constraints which are usually in
schools. This adaptation is achieved
through doing activities such as
inattention, hypocrisy, lying, flattery and
body management. The main function of
public transcript in informal spaces is,
however, to actualize female self and
agency. Relying on hidden transcripts in
formal spaces is a kind of invisible
resistance to hide oneself and escape from
the disciplinary system. This is while the
use of public transcripts in informal spaces
is truly a form of active agency to
represent femineity and to appropriate
spaces. Therefore, it can be stated that
women seek self-realization in informal
public spaces and believe that state-
enforced disciplines in formal institution
are so rigid that prevent them from
realizing their desired and ideal self.

4 Conclusion

The findings have totally shown that
female teachers adopt themselves to the
formal space of schools through a kind of
public transcript. However, they secretly
resist the disciplinary mechanisms by
means of a hidden transcript. On the
contrary, in informal spaces, female
teachers use public transcript not as a
means to adopt themselves to the
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