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Objectives: The advent of modern knowledge cities is the consequence of
formation of knowledge-centered society and knowledge-based economy. The
appearance of these centers, on the one hand, results from convergence of
theories of knowledge-based development, knowledge management and urban
studies. On the other hand, knowledge city is the result of the reconciliation
between economic welfare and social values; a place where intellectual capital,
social capital, human capital, as well as financial and physical capitals are strongly
connected and influence each other; an efficient place in attracting, retaining and
growing brains. The formation of knowledge cities is mainly started from
components with geographical origins and directly related to the subject of land-
use planning. Knowledge cities are in need of strategic plans, development plans
and future studies more than other human societies. Hence, they require
multiple-dimension attention to regional planning. This has been neglected in
Iran.The main purpose of this study is to clarify what are the main considerations
for the proper development of these centers, given the pillars and characteristics
of knowledge cities and academic cities.Methods: This qualitative comparative

study is in the category of applied research in terms of purpose. Results: The
findings show that Iran academic cities just have the first characteristic among
the three characteristics (academic development, social and cultural
development, communicative characteristics) of knowledge cites in practice.
Conclusion: The development of knowledge cities and academic cities in Iran has
been the proliferation of scientific units and university centers, not the
promotion and development of science norms.Even the establishment and
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education development of these centers has not been in line with the ancient scientific

tradition of Iran. Rather, the unbalanced overflow has been an unbridled social
demand that has formed on its own without regard to the principles of spatial
planning.The author offers eight suggestions for improving this situation at the

end of the article.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The advent of modern knowledge cities is
the consequence of formation of
knowledge-centered society and
knowledge-based economy. The
appearance of these centers, on the one
hand, results from convergence of
theories of knowledge-based
development, knowledge management
and urban studies. On the other hand,
knowledge city is the result of the
reconciliation between economic welfare
and social values; a place where
intellectual capital, social capital, human
capital, and financial, as well as physical
capitals are strongly connected and
influence each other; an efficient place in
attracting, retaining and growing brains.

The formation of knowledge cities is
mainly started from components with
geographical origins and directly related
to the subject of spatial planning.

Knowledge cities are in need of
strategic plans, development plans and
future studies more than other human
societies. Hence, they require multiple-
dimension attention to regional planning.

The present study mainly seeks to
determine what should be taken into
consideration by policy makers for proper
development of these centers, considering
the components and characteristics of
knowledge cities and academic cities.

In the academic city, the university
dominates the city and an ingrained and
uninterrupted university tradition
dominates the city atmosphere. The
academic city is rooted in the norms of
science. Norms that have overflowed from
the university into the outside
environment. Therefore, where the
scientific tradition and norms of science

do not flow, it cannot be considered an
academic city just because of the existence
of numerous university facilities or a large
student population. The formation of
academic cities is more of a scientific-
technological phenomenon. However, it
seems that what has happened in Iran is a
social phenomenon, a phenomenon that is
the product of the massification of higher
education. It is an inconsistent
phenomenon requiring purposeful and
strategic planning deviated from previous
goals in spatial planning.

Methods

This qualitative comparative study is in
the category of applied research in terms
of purpose

Results
The results of this study are presented in
the following:

-Scetiran Company Studies (1977) on
university focus points in Iran.

- Studies on the basic plan of spatial
planning of Iran

- Failure of decentralization policies
based on the statistics

- Comparison of characteristics of
Iranian academic cities and advanced
university cities

This study reminds that in Iran we are
facing the formation of an incomplete
form of the phenomenon of academic
cities and special areas of science and
technology.

The establishment of special zones for
science and technology has been pursued
by the Vice President for Science and the
Ministry of Science, Research and
Technology, and has been included in the
official documents and laws of the
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country. 42 science and technology parks
and hundreds of incubators have been
established. However, in the absence of
effective and real demand for knowledge-
based services, these collections have not
found their true status.

The establishment of academic cities
has been more favored by the Islamic Azad
University. In some cities with a
population of less than one hundred
thousand people, the main and densely
populated units of the Islamic Azad
University have been established. In
addition, other public university centers,
Payam-e-Noor Universities, Universities
of Applied Science and Technology, and
Teacher Training Centers are also active.
Thus, in some of these areas, the
population of knowledge workers and
students is more or equivalent to the
native inhabitants. In their interviews and
meetings, the officials of the Islamic Azad
University interpret these areas as an
academic city.

Conclusion
The present study shows that a knowledge
city and consequently an academic city
should have  three  groups  of
characteristics:

The first group of characteristics are
related to academic development;

The second group of characteristics are
related to socio-economic - technical -
cultural  development outside the
university;

The third group of the characteristics
are related to communication between
these two groups and the purposeful and
dynamic interaction between the
university and the city (explaining that the
city here is not just a physical space but a
collection of citizens aware of civic

behavior and norms appropriate to an
academic environment).

Comparative findings showed that in
Iran, only the first group of characteristics
(university development) have been
considered, ie., the quantitative
dimensions of increasing the student
population, urban infrastructure, culture,
norms, and demand in the region for
scientific and technological services. And
other features mentioned in the previous
lines have been neglected.

The development of academic cities in
Iran has been the proliferation of
university units, not the promotion and
development of science norms.

Even the establishment and
development of these centers has not
been in line with the Iranian scientific
tradition. Rather, the unbalanced overflow
has been an unbridled social demand that
has been formed regardless of the
principles of spatial planning.

In 1977, studies by Scetiran Company
sought to prevent this and to develop
higher education institutions only in cities
with minimal facilities and infrastructure
(preferably in provincial capitals).

Also, the wuncontrolled growth of
universities in densely populated cities
such as Tehran was to be controlled by
criteria and standards.

The presidents of the universities, in
the spring of 1980, raised the issue of the
50% concentration of the country's
students in Tehran as a problem, and as a
solution, proposed a ban on admitting
undergraduate students in Tehran.
However, this proposal was never enacted.

What has happened in practice is the
filing of the initial studies of spatial
planning in the 1970 and the failure of the
studies of the 1990, which led to the
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disintegration of the system, urban
decision-making and spatial planning.

The current situation is the result of the
bargaining method of parliamentarians
and local officials for the cities to enjoy the
establishment of centers that enhance the
status and prestige of cities in the system
of allocating government resources. This
is while in the long run, it is congenial with
national interest.

Another problem in this regard is that
unfortunately in academic development
only the hardware aspects are considered.

Construction and civil affairs and the
increase of physical spaces are considered
synonymous with development, while the
author believes that the software, cultural
and social aspects are more important.

An academic city must have a strategic
horizon and forward-looking studies,
information technology infrastructures,
high international interactions, value
creation opportunities, an innovative
dynamic environment, dense networks of

research and development, and most
importantly, informed smart citizens in
tune with the internal dynamics of the
university.

University is the place of reasoning,
critique and innovation, not merely an
educational center. Thus, the criterion of
evaluation of an academic city is the norm,
not the hectare. Scientific norms that are
constantly being reproduced and diffused
into the appropriate urban space.
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