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Objective: The present study investigates the contexts and processes of media
literacy model formation for high school students. Methods: This research
employed the qualitative method of grounded theory. The sampling method was
theoretical and purposeful through which 21 teachers and education activists
were selected for in-depth interviews. The theoretical sampling process
continued until the data reached saturation. The collected data were transcribed
and analyzed using open, axial and selective coding. Line by line analysis was used
at the open coding stage, followed by concepts development and abstract
representation at the axial and selective coding stages. Results: Based on the
findings, the construct of “education-oriented media literacy” was selected as the
final core category, and based on the paradigm model, "taste of reality" was
considered as a concept that students would understand after gaining the media
knowledge. The taste of reality reveals itself to the students as the consequence
of the whole process of learning media literacy. This result is achieved by applying
the media knowledge to understand the facts underlying the media data. The
taste of reality is mainly constructed as the result of factors such as employing
qualified teachers, teaching media literacy in schools, forming participation-
oriented classes in the new geometric space, and updating the content of the
media literacy courses as well as a set of contextual intervening factors. In
addition to creating tastes of reality, the education system helps the students
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understand the existing reality more easily by employing strategies, such as the
use of up-to-date methods in teaching the media literacy, directing the lives of
the student networks, and controlling and monitoring the discourse over the
media. The outcome of applying the above strategies for the media literacy
education system and understanding the reality will be the formation of a critical
thinking and a critical view among the students towards the media and various
information in them. Conclusion: Media literacy is the result of the interaction
between the higher management and policy levels, middle executive levels and
lower individual levels. These three levels interact with each other continuously
in a system to shape the education-oriented media literacy. The end result of
interaction within the system is the construction of education-oriented media
literacy, and the overall outcome and feedback, which indicates the proper and
positive functioning of the system, delicately reveals its taste of social reality to

the students.

Extended Abstract

Introduction:

The spread of the media in the twenty-
first century to meet many social and
individual needs has resulted in the
growing dependence of individuals,
groups, organizations, institutions on
them. The dependence on mass media and
the formation of social relations in the
present century have created a new
challenge for the society, i.e., the
increasing amount of false information.
Due to their relatively free nature, the new
mass media allow users to create and
share a variety of contents, making it hard
and uncertain to fight against the false
information. Therefore, it is essential that
people who are exposed to the
information placed on various media and
sites have a tool, called media literacy, to
distinguish between the true and false
information and be able to decode,
analyze, and evaluate the content of the
media. Media literacy takes account for
the audience's power in understanding
how the media work and the methods of
meaning-making in them, and turning
such analysis into a habit. Reducing the
negative effects of the media is possible if
people are basically familiar with the

principles of media literacy and educated
in this area. This education is not possible
except when it is incorporated into the
educational system and invested on
students. Therefore, to train the students
with critical ideas and help them benefit
from the new media literacy, it is
necessary to implement a model of media
literacy in the educational system. This
study is an attempt to examine the
conditions and contexts for the creation of
a media literacy education model for high
school students through due attention to
the active role of the educational system,
schools, macro policies and educational
strategies. More particularly, it aims to
answer the following question:

1) What models and methods of teaching
and learning at the secondary
education level can support the
students' media literacy?”

Methods:

This research employed the qualitative
method of grounded theory. The sampling
method was theoretical and purposeful
through which 21 teachers and education
activists were selected for in-depth
interviews. The theoretical sampling
process continued until the data reached
saturation. The collected data were
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transcribed and analyzed using open, axial,
and selective coding. Line by line analysis
was used at the open coding stage,
followed by concepts development and
abstract representation at the axial and
selective coding stages. In this research,
ethical considerations received attention
such as detailed explanation of research
objectives, circulation manner of the
findings, non-infringement, informed
consent, privacy, anonymity and
confidentiality. The dependability of the
research findings was assessed through
strategies such as long participation,
member control, peer review, and rich
description. The reliability of the research
was done by carefully observing the
principles and points of the optimal
interview, complete recording of the
events and their transcription.

Results:

The results of the present study were
presented in the form of a story line
(including 13 main categories and 1 core
category), paradigm model and theoretical
scheme. Based on the findings, the
construct of “education-oriented media
literacy” was selected as the final core
category, and based on the paradigm
model, "taste of reality" was considered as
a concept that the students would
understand after gaining the media
knowledge. The taste of reality reveals
itself to the students as the consequence
of the whole process of learning the media
literacy. This result is achieved by applying
the media knowledge to understand the
facts underlying the media data. The taste
of reality is mainly constructed as the
result of factors such as employing
qualified teachers, teaching media literacy
in schools, forming participation-oriented
classes in the new geometric space, and
updating the content of media literacy
courses as well as a set of contextual

intervening factors. In addition to creating
the tastes of reality, the education system
helps the students understand the existing
reality more easily by employing
strategies, such as the use of up-to-date
methods in teaching the media literacy,
directing the lives of the student networks,
and controlling and monitoring the
discourse over the media. The outcome of
applying the above strategies for the
media literacy education system and
understanding the reality will be the
formation of a critical thinking and a
critical view among the students towards
the media and various information in
them.

Conclusion:

The findings show that media literacy is
the result of the interaction between the
higher management and policy levels,
middle executive levels and lower
individual levels. These three levels
interact with each other continuously in a
system (including input, processing,
output, and feedback) to shape the
education-oriented media literacy. The
end result of the interaction within the
system is the construction of the
education-oriented media literacy, and
the overall outcome and feedback, which
indicates the proper and positive
functioning of the system, delicately
reveals its taste of social reality to
students.
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