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Mazandaran, as one of the main populated centers in Iran and the historical
center of Baha'ism, has received special attention by Baha'i leaders. As the main
beholder of the Baha'i's history, and their leaders’ and followers’ identity,
Mazandaran was considered a sacred land for them. Education centers, e.g.,
schools, were their priorities in Mazandaran. Longer schooling period in
Mazandaran was one of the distinguishing factors compared to other Baha'i
schools in Iran. Therefore, the aim of this study is to investigate the Baha'i
schooling conditions in the current history. The data were analyzed through
historical description, and the findings indicated that Baha'is in Sari, Babol,

Keywords: Qaemshahr, and Bahnamir had more active schools. Some people in the society
Baha'i, Educational welcomed such schoolings at that period of time while others looked into the
institutions, Schools, schooling systems critically and sometimes opposed to policymaking regarding
Reactions, Mazandaran. the practice of Baha'is’ religious ceremony in their schools.
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Introduction

Mazandaran, as one of the main populated
centers in Iran and the historical center of
Baha'ism, has received special attention by
Baha'i leaders. As the main beholder of the
Baha'i's history, and their leaders’ and
followers’ identity, Mazandaran was
considered a sacred land for them.
Historical documents and evidence
indicate the apparent fact that the Baha'i
schools of Mazandaran have been
incomparable to other parts of the country
in the contemporary history of Iran. These
differences can be seen in the number, the
volume of activities, and most notably in
the continuity of their life - even up to the
second Pahlavi period. At the same time,
paying attention to the subject and
emphasizing the geography of
Mazandaran can help to gain a
comprehensive understanding of the
programs and educational activities of
Baha'i schools at the national level.

The main part of the Baha'is activities in
the Iranian society, especially in
Mazandaran, has been focused on
educational activities, originating from the
vision and approach of its national and
local leaders. Therefore, the researchers
sought to answer this fundamental
question:

1. How was the establishment and
development situation of the Baha'i
schools of Mazandaran in the
contemporary history of Iran?

Methods

The research method was based on the
description, analysis, and collection of the
data obtained from documentary libraries.
In this regard, first, the data were
collected according to each of the titles of

the sections and chapters, then they were
analyzed, and finally, summarized.

Results

The historical data indicated that
various Baha'i schools were active in
different cities and villages of Mazandaran
in the late Qajar and Pahlavi Periods.
Regarding the causes and factors of the
establishment and development of the
Baha'i schools in Iran in general, and
Mazandaran in particular, we can refer to
the policies and commandments of Baha'i
leaders, religious-political propaganda,
attracting non-Baha'is, etc.

The Baha'i schools of Mazandaran had
some prominent and distinctive features
compared to other Baha'i schools in Iran,
making the subject worthy of research; for
example, the number of schools was more
than the other provinces, their
educational activities continued to the
second Pahlavi period, and most of them
continued to operate in the form of public
schools.

Regarding the socio-religious
affiliation, or the attribution of these
educational institutions to the Baha'is,
there is a serious debate on the Baha'i's
history-making policy and the propaganda
approach of its leaders and followers;
however, the local histories and research
on the history of the Islamic Revolution
confirm it.

The following are some of the schools
associated with the Baha'is in Mazandaran
during the late Qajar and Pahlavi Periods.
These educational institutions were
established in 1284 and generally operated
until 1948: Salariyeh Boys' Elementary
School, Haghighat or Tayyeh Teacher's
School, Barforosh Public School, Tucker
Noor School, Ghaemshahr Kafshgarkola
Baha'i School, Bahnemir Al-Quds School ,
Arabkhail Baha'i school called "King of the
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World", Ivel Chahardangeh School,
Mahfarujak or Mahfaruzak School, Chaleh
Zamin and Saruklai Shahi School
(Ghaemshahr), Hemmat Borkhil Arta
School, and the "National" Baha'i School of
Roshankuh Chahar Dangeh.

Historical documents and evidence
indicate that the educational materials
have been various features and attractions
of the Baha'i schools of Mazandaran.
Holding a class by experienced Baha'i
missionaries on Friday under the name of
Ethics Class for their students can
illustrate the political-religious approach
of the Baha'i leaders to the field of
education. Furthermore, the presence and
supervision of the Baha'i clergy in the
educational  activities  of  schools
demonstrates the leaders' goals and
intentions to propagate the sectarian-
religious in the establishment and
development of the schools in the context
of education.

Regarding the teaching staff, while
some Baha'i sources believe that all or
most of the teachers at Baha'i schools are
the followers of this sect, data from other
relevant sources do not support this claim,
at least in the case of the Baha'i schools in
Mazandaran.

It is crucial to highlight that, in addition
to tuition and government assistance,
Baha'i schools were frequently supported
materially and spiritually by the Baha'i
clergy.

Public reactions to the establishment,
development, and operation of the Baha'i
schools varied in Mazandaran in the late
Qajar and Pahlavi Periods. Part of the
community, for some reason, supported
such schools, and another part had a
critical and sometimes opposing view
toward it due to the influence of the Baha'i
circles and the application of the Baha'i

ideology in policy-making  and
administration of such schools.

Regarding the fate of the Baha'i schools,
it has been said that most of these schools
ceased their activities in December 1934
under the supervision of the Baha'i circles
and became state-owned. However, it is
reported that many of the Baha'i schools in
Mazandaran continued to operate in the
same form and context until the 1920s,
and they were disbanded in incidents
known as the activities of the Hojjatieh and
Anti-Baha'i Association.

Conclusion

The Baha'i sect prioritized educational
activities such as schooling in the history
of the contemporary Iran. In this regard,
several schools were established by Baha'i
sectarian circles in different cities and
villages of Mazandaran in the late Qajar
and Pahlavi Periods. The diversity and
multiplicity of the schools, the integration
of educational policies and programs, and
consequently, the integration of attitudes,
intentions and political-religious goals, as
well as the material and spiritual support
of the Baha'i circles have been the
characteristics of the Baha'i schools in
Mazandaran.

Different societal and governmental
reactions to the activities of these
educational institutions in Mazandaran
have been strongly tied to the conditions
and demands of the day, as well as the sort
of interaction between this sect and the
power structure.

Educational attractions such as
curricula, professional teaching
personnel, tuition-free classes, sufficient
equipment due to the sectarian’s support,
and appealing extra-curricular activities
caused some social strata as well as
government levels to support the
establishment and development of these
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schools - due to the reduction of the
financial burden of the government and
the influence of the sect on the
government. However, due to being aware
of the goals and intentions of the Baha'i
sect’s leaders for establishing schools and
doing educational activities, and also
concerning the doctrinal harms of
educating their children in the Baha'i
schools, we see numerous criticisms and
objections presented by some citizens,
manifested in the form of sending
complaints to high-ranking officials,
especially the Minister of Education, and
boycotting such schools.
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