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Abstract

Objective: The current research was carried out with the aim of designing a higher
education model using the approaches of internationalization and validation. Research
Method: The participants of this study included 20 experts, professors and researchers in
the field of higher education, who were selected through purposeful sampling and then
interviewed in a semi-structured way. The data was coded with the help of MAXQDAv2020
Software, and to validate the research model, Strauss and Corbin’s acceptability indicators
were used. Members’ observation and researchers’ self-review were used as the research
tool. Findings: According to the findings, the most important institutions influencing the
internationalization of higher education included macro policy-making institutions,
intermediary institutions for policy implementation, executive institutions, executive
policy-making institutions, and programmatic policy-making institutions. Also, the most
important functions of these institutions in the internationalization of the higher education
were the functions of policy making, regulation, facilitation and service provision.
Conclusion: According to the results, in addition to the structure within the universities
and higher education, the institutions and the entire environment outside the university
were also involved in the direction of internationalization. Therefore, internationalization
will occur when the institution of the university along with the whole country and the
system move towards internationalization with serious determination and will, policy,
program, document, law and vision. Moreover, the role, function, and relationship of each
of these institutions should be determined so that the right step can be taken in this
direction.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The attention of policy and decision
makers in the field should be directed to
the fact that the discussion of
internationalization of higher education
has the support of upper-level documents
and the scientific community of the
country as well. This discussion should be
addressed in the implementation; hence,
there is a need for the country's
universities to make revisions in their
missions, goals and functions. The actors,
agents and functions of this issue should
be drawn and implemented in the form of
a road map. For this purpose, a special
framework should be followed. The first
issue is listing the necessary functions and
activities. Then the organizations and
institutions active in the functional area
should be identified, and at last, the
connections between them should be
drawn. Therefore, the process of the
internationalization of education can be
examined in two dimensions, functional
and institutional. Finally, with a
comprehensive view, a policy model is
designed and presented to the
internationalization of higher education as
a strategy in university helps the
international image, the export of
knowledge and scientific findings, student
exchanges, solving financial constraints
and increasing the educational quality of
universities. Therefore, in this research, by
giving importance to the
internationalization of higher education,
the following question is raised:

1. What are the functional and
institutional dimensions of the policy
model of the internationalization of higher
education?

2. How is the validity of the model
designed for the policy of the
internationalization of higher education?

Methods

The present qualitative research method is
based on a classical data theorizing and
analysis. In this way, first, due to the lack
of current and comprehensive
components regarding the dimensions of
the functions and institutions affecting
higher education, the researcher selected
20 professors and policy makers in the
field through purposive sampling method
(snowball) and finally 15 people (due to
theoretical saturation) were interviewed.

At the next level, the received voice
answers were transcribed and coded
based on open, central and selective
coding using MAXQDAv2020 qualitative
analysis Software. 62 open codes were
identified and categorized in the open
coding stage. In the axial coding stage, the
open codes obtained from the previous
stage were connected to the axial codes,
classified, and converted into the concepts
of 9 main categories. In the selective
coding stage, the concepts and themes
introduced in the previous stage were
regularly classified and categorized in the
form of 2 general concepts and 9 naming
sub-categories. To  validate the
institutions and functions of the
internationalization of higher education,
three techniques were used: researchers’
self-review, Strauss and  Corbin’s
acceptability index, and members’ review.
In this way, the research model was
approved and finally, for the purpose of
testing the validity of the interviews and
the interview protocol, a coherent
executive plan and a steering committee
have been used which benefited from the
guidance of the supervisors and
consultants as well as the researcher's
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self-review during the process of data
collection and analysis. To check the
reliability of the interviews, the agreement
between the two coders was equal to 82
and since the reliability was more than
60%, it was acceptable.

Results

The findings showed that the most
important institutions influencing the
internationalization of higher education
included 5 major policy-making categories
(supreme leadership, expediency
discernment council, supreme council of
the cultural revolution, constitutional
council, government board, Islamic
council, supreme national security
council), intermediary institutions for
policy implementation (central bank, vice
presidency for science and technology,
ministry of education, supreme council of
communications,  judiciary, Islamic
Republic of Iran broadcaster, ministry of
foreign affairs, support fund for
researchers and technologists), executive
institutions (universities, elite foundation,
student affairs organization of the vice-
chancellor of exchange and foreign
students affairs, science and technology

parks, scientific = and  specialized
associations, governmental and non-
governmental higher education

institutions, Islamic Azad University,
institutions for recruiting and dispatch
students),  executive  policy-making
institutions (information and security
organizations, the supreme council of
cyber space, the ministry of culture and
Islamic guidance, academic jihad, the
center for scientific and international
cooperation of the ministry of science,
research and technology, the ministry of
health, and medical education), and
programmatic policy-making institutions
(research centers and research codes,
parliament research center, parliament

education and research commission,
supreme council of science, research and
technology). Also, the most important
functions included policy  making,
regulation, facilitation, providing services
for these institutions.

Conclusion

Therefore, it was concluded that the
direction of movement toward
internationalization, the structure within
universities and higher education,
institutions and the entire environment
outside the university are also involved.
Hence, we will be able to move in the
direction of internationalization when, in
addition to the institution of the
university, the whole country and the
system (in moving towards
internationalization) have serious
determination and will, policy, program,
document, law and vision. The role,
function and relationship of each of these
institutions of the country should be
determined, so that the right step can be
taken in this direction.
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