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Objectives: A review of the revolutionary discourses critical of the Pahlavi dynasty's systems
and institutions reveals two types of ideological interpretations and recreation of rites and
literature (mainly children's stories). These works interpreted rites, fairy and folktales and
literature with a focus on the importance of a revolutionary rebirth of self of hero-child and
its political renewal. Methods: This paper uses qualitative approaches and a discourse
analysis model to understand and analyze the subject. Results: Discursive structures include
redefining and recreating essential literary and ritual elements. These elements are formed
through the reinterpretation of ideas and beliefs that significantly impact people's lives and
define their worldview in relation to the social environment around them. Conclusion:
Revolutions are always accompanied by anti-structural elements, and as a result, they
challenge and criticize the established institutions and authority. In this regard, the
revolutionary rite of passage is compatible with Victor Turner's normative-existential
communitas and ultra-structural community concepts. In this perspective, revolutionary
protest and revolutionary speech confront the political institutions that generate
inequalities, injustice, and disparities. Behrangi's revolutionary fairy tales and Ali Shariati's
revolutionary rite of transition provide an anti-structure and utopian world, a world whose
authenticity is in denying the established order, revolutionizing the individual's life, and
avoiding systems of discrimination and inequality.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Although Shariati's and Behrangi’s
perspectives are stemmed from different
philosophical ~ foundations, there  are
significant similarities between their ideas on
revolutionary discourse. The reason for this
resemblance is that both discourses criticized
the governing system and institutions of their
own era. In this intellectual interpretation,
political consciousness and renewal of self was
constructed through the meaning present in
the context of revolutionary rites of passage.
The revolutionary ideological patterns were
confronted with the structures and
institutions of the time in the form of what
Victor Turner called the normative-ideological
communitas and ultra-structural community.
According to this viewpoint, "being," in
contrast to Sadra's revolutionary dynamism of
"becoming" (ascending arc), limits an
individual's progress and ideal perfection
required in an egalitarian society and authentic
Islam (Shariat's view of Islam). Behrangi, like
Shariati, was affected by revolutionary
narratives and rebith in his understanding of
narratives and recreation of fairy tales, and his
ideas on narrative discourse were created
within the context of folktale studies, which
regarded the story to be the topic of the rite of
passage or ritual transition. This discourse led
to making inferior of body and tradition as the
representative of being versus becoming that
lacks revolutionary essence. As such a kind of
revolutionary soma phobia - a fear of the body
that particularly included fear of female body
and bodily aspects emerged. In this
perception, the first revolutionary self-
sacrifice is a symbolic death in a ritual or real
death  (martyrdom) that bears self-
consciousness and death-resulted
consciousness. From this view point, carnality
included modern type of consumerism and old
type of enslavement under bodily sins and
desire force orc.

2. Methods

This paper uses qualitative approaches and a
discourse analysis model to understand and
analyze the subject. The essential elements of

both writers' discourses (i.e., Ali Shariati and
Samad Behrangi's perspectives)  are
highlighted, and their link is explored. This
approach is based on an intertextual/ritual
analysis, which has previously been applied to
understand Iranian identity and culture. The
purpose of such an examination is to
investigate the link between rites and
literature. Regarding this, some of Ali Shariati's
writings and commentaries on ritual's
function, as well as some of Samad Behrangi's
literary works, which are reconstructed
narratives with dynamic characters, have been
examined.

3. Results

Discursive structures include redefining and
recreating essential literary and ritual
elements. These elements are formed through
the reinterpretation of ideas and beliefs that
significantly impact people's lives and define
their worldview in relation to the social
environment around them. Based on such a
process, revolutionary interpretations of ritual
and literature were produced in the pre-
revolutionary period and particularly during
the second Pahlavi's reign. Although literary
adaptations of fairy tales can be found in the
works of prominent poets such as Forough
Farrokhzad (One Day Ali Told His Mom),
Ahmad Shamlou (The Story of Mermaid's
Daughters and The Fairies), Ebadolahi (The
Weed), Parniyan (Where is Hassanak?) and
Bijan Mofid (City of Tales), Samad Behrangi's
works represent the most complete and best-
known form of revolutionary fairy tales: Little
Black Fish. According to Turner and
Thompson, fairy tales are directly tied to the
notion of transition. Based on this, it is possible
to argue that Behrangi's fairy tales, which have
developed revolutionary consciousness among
their audiences, reflect a kind of transition
known as revolutionary transition. In addition
to these transitional rituals inspired by Iranian
narrative discourses and folklores, we should
also highlight the revolutionary transitional
rituals reflected in Ali Shariati's works. In this
perspective, rite, as the most important form
of culture related to the concept of transition
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and initiation, is the center of revolutionary
interpretation in the ideas of one of the Islamic
Revolution's key discursive figures. In this
perspective, which might be «called a
revolutionary and political interpretation of
Mullah Sadra's trans-substantial motion
theory, “becoming” is considered opposed to
“being.” Shariati criticizes present times as a
non-ideal time in which being is strongly
associated with bodily desire while revolution
is a kind of spirit and subverts all worldly
criteria. In his standpoint, becoming should
experience ritual or real death (martyrdom). It
also suggests that rituals that have lost their
revolutionary spirit become debilitating and
lose their divine and revolutionary potential. In
other words, rite, in all of its collective
manifestations, must be a sign of change rather
than immobility. On the other hand, rite
liberates a person from immobility in the same
way that a revolutionary transition does. Class
dominance, prosperity, power, and snobbery
all pull one away from the goal of the
revolutionary essence of the universe in two
ways: first, they separate the individual from
the community (ummah) and make him unable
to give up narcissism and selfishness and
achieve collective integration and second, they
prevent him from attaining human perfection
or progressing towards transcendent ideals,
such as faith in God. The immobility of "being"
equates to a lack of self-awareness and
revolutionary desire. In contrast to this static
being, “becoming “is related to the
transcendental ~ dimension  (revolutionary
ascending arc) of the individual and activates
self-awareness, God-seeking, and revolution
in him. Ali Shariati's revolutionary view of the
concept and role of his religion leads him to
offer a discourse interpretation of important
rituals such as Hajj and Muharram. Therefore,
the revolutionary ritual is one of the important
elements of the revolutionary discourse in the
collection of works by Ali Shariati. The
stagnation of "being" translates to a lack of
consciousness and revolutionary purpose. In
contrast to this static existence, there is
"becoming,” which is tied to the individual's
transcendental  dimension  (revolutionary
ascending arc) and awakens consciousness or

God-seeking.  Ali  Shariati's  innovative
perspective on the notion and function of rites
led him to offer a discursive interpretation of
rituals such as Hajj and Muharram. As a result,
in Ali Shariati's collected works, the
revolutionary ritual is one of the fundamental
parts of the revolutionary discourse. In Shariati
words, death is admired and ritual death is
cherished since life is not ideal. Ale Ahmad
criticizes bodily life such as eating and argues
those rituals that show being (body), class gulf
and status quo should be denied. He harshly
criticized royal rituals and emphasized
political aspects of rites as a revolutionary rite
of passage.

4. Conclusion

Revolutions are always accompanied by anti-
structural elements, and as a result, they
challenge and criticize the established
institutions and authority. In this regard, the
revolutionary rite of passage is compatible
with Victor Turner's normative-existential
communitas and ultra-structural community
concepts. In this perspective, revolutionary
protest and revolutionary speech confront the
political institutions that generate inequalities,
injustice, and disparities. Such discourses aim
to destabilize the existing orders and create a
new revolutionary paradigm of social relations.
From this vantage point, revolutionary fairy
tales, on the one hand, protect star groups
against reference groups and, on the other, pit
disadvantaged children and women against
men, bureaucracy, monarchs, and other
members of the institutions and systems of
power. On the other hand, according to
Thompson theory of fairy tales as the narrative
of hope, these stories reproduce revolutionary
optimism in accordance with the classical
values of fairy tales. The disapproval of the
established system and authority is followed by
an encouragement to the audience's ideal soul
to abandon existing political institutions in
favor of the ultrastructure (normative-
ideological communitas), which is essentially a
revolutionary rite of passage. According to Ali
Shariati, rituals that do not liberate the person
from established structures normative borders
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and the status quo, on the other hand, lack the
essential, transcendent, and revolutionary
essence. Although other intellectuals, such as
Al-e-Ahmad, analyzed non-revolutionary or
governmental rites and rituals -like the
2,500th-year celebration of the Persian
Empire in Shiraz- their interpretations are not
as notable as Ali Shariati's. Rites that support
official and established organizations and
institutions, according to Shariati, encourage
the individual to be unethical and anti-
revolutionary principles such as class
superiority and pride, as well as injustice and
inequity. As a result, Ali Shariati attempts to
inspire the audience to comprehend and
revolutionize the understanding of these rites
and transit his/her existence from "being" to
"becoming.” During the process, the individual,
as a member of the stable ultrastructural
community (normative and existential
communitas), bonds with ideals that are
fundamentally opposed to the established

revolution as a constant and dynamic
phenomenon. Revolutionary condition and
state is the essence of existence toward a godly
ideal world. And that's why martyrdom is
glorified in Shariati's innovative
reinterpretation of Mullah Sadra's theory, and
structured or predestined death is portrayed
as opposed to anti-structural death
(martyrdom). Here spiritual death differs from
material death. According to Mulla Sadra's
theory, the ascending arc is a time when
humankind recalls the phases of its descent
and does not lose his essence. As a result,
developing revolutionary consciousness in this
arc is a step toward realizing an ideal or
revolutionary soul. On this basis, Behrangi's
revolutionary fairy tales and Ali Shariati's
revolutionary rite of transition provide an anti-
structure and utopian world, a world whose
authenticity is in denying the established
order, revolutionizing the individual's life, and
avoiding systems of discrimination and

structure. In other words, the individual is inequality.
confronted with a system that hinders him

from progressing toward a perfect and

transcendental society (ummah). According to 5. Funding

Shiite thought's conception of existence and
Mullah Sadra’s trans-substantial motion
theory, "becoming" is at the heart of existence.
Thus, structures and institutions are not the
permanent form of social life but rather the
individual's continuous movement towards
God, which gives a stable and ideal version of
existence and, as a result, a perfect and
revolutionary soul. Hence, Shariati regards the
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