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Accepted: Objectives: The current research was carried out with the aim of sociologically explaining the
August 23, 2023 grounds of dissatisfaction and protest behaviors in the last two decades (summer 1400-1380) in
Available online: Iran, with an emphasis on protests in Khuzestan province. Methods: The research has used the

September 19, 2023 discourse analysis method to achieve the above goal. The research participants are 34
knowledgeable people, local trustees and people with the ability to analyze social, cultural and
political issues, managers and experts of various organizations in the field of cultural, social,
political and security environment, university professors and expert experts familiar with the
subject and texts. It is related to the state of dissatisfaction and protests in the last two decades.
These participants were selected using theoretical sampling in the process of data collection and
analysis. The data were collected using the in-depth interview method and analyzed with the help
of Laclou and Mouffe's discourse analysis method through three steps (drawing the discourse
space, alienating and articulating). Results: The discourse analysis of the texts revealed that the
floating sign of protests and unrest in Khuzestan by highlighting the "accumulation of people's
demands" as the main sign, reveals the approach of the discourse of protests and unrest in
Khuzestan in the last two decades. Such highlighting is indicative of its own specific times or
meanings; So that "regional inequality”, "water crisis and drought", "environmental problems”,
"lack of good urban governance", "feeling of failure and hopelessness", "tribalism", "activism of
different actors", "economy-centered", "feeling of relative deprivation" as the main moments and
signifiers. They organize the articulation of the dissatisfaction discourse in the last two decades
in Khuzestan. Conclusion: Discourse analysis according to Laclau and Mouffe regarding

Keyyvor@s: . . dissatisfactions in the last two decades in Khuzestan shows that the problems left over from the
Social dissatisfaction, multitude of unresolved issues in Khuzestan province have brought the work to a boiling point,
Protest behavior,

and in the meantime, a combination of people's feelings and perceptions. Khuzestan has also
influenced their behavior and political action and finally, it has formed the emergence of protest
behavior and the phenomenon of unrest. Based on the findings, the articulation of the ruling
discourse on protest behaviors and social dissatisfactions in the last two decades has been drawn.
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Extended abstract

1.Introduction

The evidence indicates that in the last two
or three decades, mass movements and
protests have grown and expanded greatly
in Iran. Protest and social movements have
always been an important lever in social,
political, and cultural transformations. The
root of their emergence should be seen in
the crises that cause deep dissatisfaction
among the people with political
institutions. With the spread of
desperation to improve the situation,
people started to challenge the
institutions and in this way, protest and
social movements were created; however,
it would be simplistic to summarize the
emergence of protest movements in such
a short description. One of the most
complicated parts of understanding social
discontent is going back to its roots. It is
quite clear that there is no single cause of
protest or dissatisfaction, and a series of
factors are involved in its occurrence.
Therefore, in this research, according to
the topic of the research, the analysis of
the discourses and the explanation of the
grounds and causes of dissatisfaction and
protest behaviors in the last two decades
in Iran, with an emphasis on the protests
in Khuzestan province, are discussed.

2 .Methods

The current research is applied in terms of
purpose and qualitative in terms of
research methodology and is basically
based on the paradigm of interpretivism
and social constructionism. Discourse
analysis is a method of qualitative data
analysis that focuses on paying attention
to words, sentences, linguistic features, or
in other words, the way language is used in
a critical way. In this regard, in order to

determine indicators and concepts of
dissatisfaction and protest behaviors
based on the insights and experiences of
political, scientific, and social experts and
the reviewed texts...; Acquiring practical
and action-oriented knowledge to reduce
or resolve social issues; Developing a
framework and model for understanding
social protests and grievances; Identifying
the factors and contexts, processes,
strategies, and consequences and finally
detailing the discourse governing the
protest behaviors and dissatisfactions in
the last two decades, the method of
discourse analysis (Laclou and Mouffe) is
used. According to the scope of the
statistical ~ population, the current
research has four different types of
statistical population as follows: 1-
Informed people, local trustees, and
people with the ability to analyze social,
cultural, and political issues at the
province level 2- Managers and experts of
various organizations in the field cultural,
social, political, and security environment
3-University professors and experts
familiar with the subject 4- Existing texts
on the state of dissatisfaction and protests
in the last two decades. The study field of
this research is Khuzestan province.
Theoretical sampling has been used in this
research. The sample size is determined
based on reaching theoretical saturation
in theoretical sampling during the study.
This happened when more and newer
features of the data were not recognized
and by conducting additional interviews,
there was no change in the classification of
categories and concepts and the creation
of new concepts and signifiers. Due to the
fact that two categories of texts were used
in this research according to various
principles (1- texts related to books,
articles, and meetings of experts in the
field of dissatisfaction and protest
behaviors, 2- interview texts from three
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categories of the statistical population
mentioned) in addition to the texts
obtained from interviews with scientific,
cultural, social and political experts,
various texts in the field of protests and
dissatisfactions have also been used. A
total of 34 cases have been included in the
analysis.

3 .Results

The discourse analysis of the texts
revealed the floating sign of protests and
unrest in Khuzestan by highlighting the
"accumulation of  people's  rightful
demands" as the main sign, reveals the
approach of the discourse of protests and
unrest in Khuzestan in the last two
decades. Such highlighting is indicative of
its own specific times or meanings; such as
"regional inequality”, "water crisis and
drought", "environmental problems", "lack
of good urban governance", "feeling of
failure and despair”, "tribalism", "activism
of different actors", economy—oriented"
and feeling of deprivation relatives, as the
main tenses and signifiers, organize the
articulation of the discourse of
dissatisfaction in the last two decades in
Khuzestan.

4 .Conclusion

What happened in the protests of the last
two years should not only be focused on
the security aspects of these protests, but
these protests have sociological and
psychological infrastructures that can be
considered. The most prominent of which
is the social sphere, or in other words, the
social economy sphere, which causes

poverty and a sense of deprivation among
protest activists, the feeling of distance,
sometimes cultural distance with the
discourse of the Islamic Revolution
society, and the reduction of trust in
existing political currents. In fact, these
social and cultural variables can be
considered in their own way. Therefore,
the results of the present research show
that it is necessary to evaluate the events
of the last two years from different
economic, social, political, and even
historical analysis aspects; in other words,
it is necessary to be careful in different
sociological, political and psychological
fields in this area.
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