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Accepted: Objectives: Today, the Internet has decisive effects on the aspirations of young people who

January 30, 2025 use it more than other groups and are in this space. Youth migration outside of Iran is an
Available online: important issue. The current research has investigated the relationship between internet
August 30, 2025 use and the desire to migrate among young people living in Shiraz. Methods: The current
research uses a survey method. The random sampling method was a multi-stage cluster,
and the sample size was 400 people aged 15 to 29 years old in 1402. The data collection tool
was a researcher-made questionnaire. Results: The findings showed that 80.5% of the
respondents had a moderate to high desire to migrate. At the level of bivariate analysis,
variables of internet use and its components, contact with friends and others in virtual
space, frequency of Internet and satellite usage during the day, follow-up of documentaries
related to other countries and immigration programs, years of internet use, and type of
information source have had a significant relationship with the dependent variable. At the
level of multivariate analysis, 49.9% of the changes in the variable desire to migrate are
explained according to the variables of tracking documentaries related to other countries,
reading books, newspapers, and magazines, the frequency of Internet and satellite usage
during the day, and Internet usage in general. Conclusion: The departure of young people
from the country has multifaceted effects and significant challenges for the government.
Since more than 80% of the respondents wished to migrate, studying the relationship
between this phenomenon and the Internet and virtual space will lead to developing
policies to manage migration flows. Considering that we live in the age of the Internet and
; given that this medium is one of the important factors in immigration decisions, the
Internet, Youth, Social application of Bandura's learning theory and the sociological framework of De Haas can
networks, Shiraz. help us to understand this phenomenon more.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In the current digital age, we witness the
presence of most young people on the
Internet and its facilities. Exposure to
Internet content, including lifestyles,
social and economic conditions, and more
favorable education in other societies,
creates or strengthens the desire to
migrate among them. Increasing
awareness of the laws and regulations,
opportunities, and facilities of other
countries facilitates the decision-making
process regarding the selection of the
target society and how to adapt one's
capabilities to the conditions and demands
of that society. Youth migration
significantly impacts various areas of each
society and its future. The migration of
specialized and educated individuals leads
to a decrease in the skilled labor force and
a decrease or delay in the economic
growth of various societies. This process
also affects the demographic balance, as it
will lead to a decrease in the marriage and
childbearing rates and an increase in the
average age of the society. Therefore,
studying this issue is necessary to manage
migration flows and develop policies to
support youth by creating the facilities
and opportunities young people need.

2. Methods

The present descriptive/analytical study
was conducted using a quantitative survey
method in 1402. The statistical sample was
400 young people living in Shiraz between
the ages of 15 and 29, and the data
collection tool was a researcher-made
questionnaire. The sampling method of
this study is multi-stage cluster random
sampling. Initially, Shiraz was divided into
11 clusters based on the 11 municipal
regions, and then, based on the number of
households in each region, several

districts and blocks were selected from
each region. Then, we interviewed a young
individual from each block with the
desired characteristics. Exploratory factor
analysis was used for validation. An
appropriate parametric statistical
technique was also selected for data
analysis based on the level of
measurement of variables and the type of
hypotheses. Statistical calculations were
performed using SPSS software. The
theories of cultivation, social learning, and
dependency were used in the present
study to set the theoretical framework.

3. Results

In the present study, the average age of
young people was 23.59. Regarding
gender, 53.4% of respondents were male,
and 46.6% were female. Moreover, 69.1
percent of respondents were single, 28.7
percent were married, and 2.2 percent
were other cases. Regarding education,
38.1 percent of respondents had a
bachelor's degree, 24.6 percent had a
diploma, and 15 ©percent had a
postgraduate diploma. The remaining
percentages belonged to  primary,
secondary, and master's degrees and
above. Regarding income, 49.1 percent of
respondents had no income, and 13.9
percent had an income between 1 and 3
million Tomans. More than 80 percent of
respondents had a moderate or greater
desire to emigrate. Only 19.5 percent said
they had a slight desire to emigrate from
Iran. The results of the research
regression model showed that the four
variables, respectively, "following up on
documents related to other countries and
immigration programs via the Internet or
satellite," "reading books, newspapers, and
magazines," "spending leisure time in
cyberspace,” and finally “"concrete
knowledge of other societies" explained
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47.3 percent of the changes in the
dependent variable.

4. Conclusion

International migration of youth leads to
loss of human capital, aging of the
population, and an impact on the economy
and family dynamics in different societies.
Studying the factors that create and
intensify the desire of young people to
migrate will provide support strategies to
ensure their permanence and prevent or
reduce their departure from the country.
One of these factors is Internet use, which
plays a significant role in shaping young
people's understanding of migration. The
content within this virtual platform, which
presents mostly positive images, affects
the desire of young people to migrate, and
increasing awareness of living conditions
and other facilities and opportunities in
societies leads to an increase in the
likelihood of the desire to migrate. The
results of this study showed that there is a

significant relationship between Internet
use by young people, the number of
friends and contacts young people have on
virtual networks, the frequency of Internet
and satellite use by young people during
the day, and the Internet space, the
number of years of Internet use, the
various sources used by respondents to
obtain information, following up on
documents related to other countries and
current immigration programs, the
amount of reading books, newspapers, and
magazines, both printed and digital, and
the desire to immigrate among young
people.
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Table 2: Bartlett test for separating the matrix of factors of desire to migrate
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Table 3: Total variance of factors of desire to migrate based on eigenvalues
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Table 4: Results of factor analysis of the desire to migrate among youth in Shiraz
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Table 5: Bartlett test for separating the Internet usage factor matrix
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Table 6: Total variance of Internet usage factors based on eigenvalues
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Table 7: Results of factor analysis of Internet use among youth in Shiraz
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Table 8: Frequency distribution of respondents according to their desire to emigrate abroad
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Table 9: Relationship between Internet usage and desire to migrate among respondents
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Table 10: Relationship between some independent variables and the desire to migrate among re-
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Table 11: Difference in the average desire of respondents to migrate based on years of internet
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Table 12: Difference in the average willingness of respondents to migrate according to their most
important source of information
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Table 13: Variables entered into the regression equation to explain changes in immigration aspi-

rations
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