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Objectives: The concept of urban memory has recently garnered the attention of
urban researchers. This concept is based on the idea that a city is the main locus
of collective memory; its places, buildings, landscapes, and public spaces provide
citizens with the necessary frameworks for remembering their shared past and
enable them to achieve a common identity. Apparently, over the past three
decades, the social-spatial relations governing Tehran have led to a loss of its
unique identity and soul, rendering its public spaces devoid of meaning and
history. This article, based on the literature in this field and citing related
research, aims to describe patterns of collective forgetting in Tehran as
indicators of a memory crisis in the city. Methods: Thematic analysis was used to
analyze and interpret patterns of collective forgetting in qualitative data gathered
through library resources. This analysis was conducted with a deductive
approach; themes were initially determined by Connerton's theory, and
subsequently, signs, indicators, and evidence supporting this theory were
identified and interpreted among the data related to Tehran. Results: Repressive
erasure, prescriptive forgetting, forgetting that is constitutive in the formation of
a new identity, structural amnesia, forgetting as annulment, forgetting as planned
obsolescence, and forgetting as humiliated silence are various patterns of

Keywords: collective forgetting that indicate a memory crisis in Tehran. Conclusion: Ideology
Memory Crisis, Urban and economy have played significant roles in shaping these patterns of collective
Memory, Collective forgetting and the memory crisis in Tehran. The consequence is the loss of the
Memory, City of Tehran, mental image and narrative power of the city, which could have played an
Collective Forgetting important role in reading and understanding urban environments and creating a

sense of belonging.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The concept of urban memory has
recently garnered the attention of urban
researchers. This concept is based on the
idea that a city is the main locus of
collective memory; its places, buildings,
landscapes, and public spaces provide
citizens with the necessary frameworks
for remembering their shared past, and
enable them to achieve a common identity.
Apparently, over the past three decades,
the social-spatial relations governing
Tehran have led to a loss of its unique
identity and soul, rendering its public
spaces devoid of meaning and history. This
situation includes not only the widespread
forgetting of the past and the decline of its
heritage, but also the hypertrophy of
memory and the increasing importance of
urban memory discourses. The emergence
of new communication technologies plays
an undeniable role in shaping this
situation; they bring the past into the
present in new ways and replace real
memory with virtual memory. Today, signs
of this new memory ecology can be clearly
seen in the multitude of web pages
focusing on old Tehran and rediscovering
the city's past. Furthermore, the
accelerating trend of museum-making and
commodification of the past, as well as the
boom in literature and historical research
related to Tehran, all indicate a new
obsession with urban memory. These
contradictory memory processes can be
explained by the concept of memory crisis.
Various researchers mainly use this
concept to refer to the postmodern city
model. In this model, structural changes in
urban spaces cause the destruction of the
frames on which citizens share their
memories. As a result, the temporal
continuity and sense of belonging that are

necessary for public places and spaces in
the city are lost. Archival memory replaces
living memory in the city, and the city
becomes a place for collective forgetting.
In this article, an attempt is made to
present an analysis of the patterns and
themes of collective forgetting as
indicators of the memory crisis in Tehran
based on these theoretical perspectives
and referring to the results of related
research.

2. Methods

This research was designed based on the
method of deductive thematic analysis
(theory-driven  approach). = Thematic
analysis was used as a method to analyze
and interpret the patterns and themes of
collective forgetting in a set of qualitative
data collected through library sources.
This analysis was also conducted based on
a deductive approach; in the sense that,
after reviewing the theoretical literature
and based on an in-depth study of the
subject literature, codes and categories
related to Connerton's theory of collective
forgetting were selected. Subsequently,
signs, indicators, and evidence supporting
this theory were identified and interpreted
among the data related to Tehran.

3. Results

According to the reviewed background
and theoretical literature, it can be argued
that Tehran has fallen into a memory crisis
without having fully undergone its stages
of modernity and being a postmodern
city. While the signs of this situation are
clearly visible in the hypertrophy of urban
memory and its twilight status, the deeper
layers of this crisis are rooted in extensive
changes in the physical and social
environment of the city that shape the
processes of collective forgetting. In other
words, the themes and patterns of
collective forgetting, along with the signs
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and evidence identified for each of them in
Tehran, can confirm the assumption of a
memory crisis in this city. These patterns
include: Repressive erasure, prescriptive
forgetting, forgetting that is constitutive
in the formation of a new identity,
structural ~ amnesia, forgetting as
annulment, forgetting as planned
obsolescence, and forgetting as humiliated
silence.

4. Conclusion

The absence of living memory, the
amnesiac, and at the same time the
obsession with memory have made
memory a problematic issue in today's
Tehran. As discussed in this article, various
patterns of collective forgetting have led
to a memory crisis in Tehran. In shaping
these patterns, political ideology and
capitalist economy, as two driving forces
of modernity over the past half-century,
have played the most significant role by
erasing the sense of democratic
participation in public space and
disrupting and fragmenting citizens'
shared memories of the city. The most
important consequence of this disruption

and crisis in urban memory is the loss of
the mental image of Tehran and the
narrative power of this city, which could
have played a crucial role in reading,
finding meaning, and understanding urban
environments, as well as creating a sense
of belonging and identity among the
residents of Tehran.
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Figure 2. The process of semantic changes in the city's commercial spaces (taken from: Azari,
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