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Abstract

Objectives: Demanding as a dynamic social phenomenon reflects the diversity of citizens'
needs and expectations and plays a strategic role in strengthening citizenship rights. The
expansion of social networks has influenced this process, especially among adolescents,
and has become increasingly important in shaping their perceptions, preferences, and
patterns of demanding action. This study investigated the role of the characteristics of in-
person and virtual social networks on the demanding behavior of students (second year of
secondary school) in Kermanshah city, considering the mediating role of meaning-making.
Methods: The present research is a survey and descriptive-analytical study, conducted
using a multi-stage cluster sampling method with a sample size of 256 students aged 15 to
18 in the academic year 1403-1404. The data collection tool was a researcher-made
questionnaire. Variance-based structural equation modeling was also used to test the
hypotheses. Results: The findings show that in the process of shaping their desires, students
first understand their meanings and underlying necessities in the context of relationships
with others and then interpret them in a way that is consistent with their preferences,
situations, and perceptual horizons. This process of meaning-making leads to the
emergence of a diverse range of educational, cultural, social, and political demands.
Conclusion: Social networks in both face-to-face and virtual dimensions act as productive
arenas that facilitate the flow of ideas and the production of new definitions of student
demands. Meanwhile, the intimate bonds and supportive patterns that form within
networks provide conditions for students to recreate more complex frameworks of diverse
social needs and demands through collaborative thinking and continuous exchange of
perspectives. Applying Wellman's network society and Marshall's civil rights theories can
lead to a deeper understanding of network interactions and the support capacities inherent
in them in how collective demands are formed.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Social demand is a conscious and
multidimensional process that aims to
improve conditions and realize citizenship
rights in the social, cultural, political, and
educational spheres. This process is based
on individuals' shared interpretation of the
current situation and their efforts to bring
about change and plays an important role
in strengthening social participation,
justice, and social cohesion. In contrast,
ignoring citizens' demands can spread
feelings of deprivation, distrust, isolation,
and indifference, and pave the way for the
reproduction of inequality, social gaps,
and the reduction of social capital. In
Iranian society, the formation of social
dissatisfaction and the feeling of failure in
realizing citizenship rights has made
demand one of the most important forms
of social action. In this regard, students, as
a new generation, have a special place; a
generation  that, with  increased
awareness, social participation, and
sensitivity to public issues, considers itself
an active and responsible citizen and
wants to enjoy equal opportunities,
respect, freedom of choice, and
participation in decision-making related
to their lives. Among social networks, by
expanding the free flow of information,
creating widespread connections, and
shaping shared meanings, they play an
effective role in forming students'
demands and organizing collective
actions. Therefore, it is essential to
understand the social, cultural, and
communication contexts that influence
how students' demands are formed to
prevent deepening dissatisfaction and
manage its consequences.

2. Methods

The present research is applied in terms of
purpose and is a survey and descriptive-
analytical study in terms of data collection.
The purpose of this study was to
investigate the effect of social network
characteristics on the demands of
students in Kermanshah city with regard
to the mediation of the meaning-making
variable, and it was conducted with a
quantitative network analysis approach.
Network analysis places special emphasis
on the empirical study of social structure
as relationships and links between actors
and suggests principles, methods,
techniques, tools, and even specific
analytical cases to achieve this goal.
Within the framework of the quantitative
network analysis approach, the
fundamental assumption is that mutual
relationships and interdependencies
between network elements are of great
importance for explaining and
understanding individual and collective
actions. The main data collection tool was
aresearcher-made questionnaire that was
designed based on valid scientific
backgrounds and taking into account the
cultural and social conditions of students
in Kermanshabh city. To test the theoretical
model and explain the relationships
between latent and manifest variables,
structural equation modeling with a
variance-based approach was used. The
statistical population of this study
included all students in the tenth,
eleventh, and twelfth grades of upper
secondary school in Kermanshah during
the 2024 academic year. The study of
students' social relationships  was
conducted with an individual network
approach.

3. Results
The results of the analysis of the
dimensions of demand (social, political,
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cultural, and educational) indicate that the
highest average is related to the
educational dimension. This shows that
educational and academic concerns are at
the top of the demanding priorities of
students. After that, cultural, social, and
political dimensions are in the next ranks,
respectively. To test the hypotheses, path
analysis and statistical indicators such as
t-statistics and significance value (P-
value) were used. The first hypothesis is
dedicated to examining the direct effect of
social network characteristics on
students’ demand. The calculated path
coefficient is equal to 0.748, which
indicates the existence of a strong and
positive relationship between these two
variables. In the second hypothesis, the
relationship between social network
characteristics and the mediating variable
of meaning-making was examined. The
path coefficient obtained was equal to
0.904, which indicates the very high
intensity of this relationship. The third
hypothesis also focuses on the direct
relationship between meaning-making
and demandingness. The path coefficient
value in this relationship was 0.235, which
indicates a positive effect but with a lower
intensity than the previous relationships.
Based on the results, the variable "social
network characteristics" has a direct
effect of 0.748 and an indirect effect of
0.212 through the mediating variable
meaning-making on demandingness.

4. Conclusion

The findings showed that the spectrum of
students' demands in the socio-cultural
context is crystallized in four dimensions:
educational, cultural, social, and political,
and this activism is largely influenced by
the structure and quality of relationships
in social networks. Meanwhile, meaning-
making as a cognitive-interpretive process
deepens and moderates the link between

network characteristics and demanding
behaviors. The results of data analysis
indicate that the three components of
"network engagement,” "network
belonging," and "network support" have a
significant impact on the formation and
development of students' demanding
behaviors. During active participation in
networks, students recognize and express
not only educational needs and concerns,
but also broader demands in the social,
cultural, and political arenas through
continuous interaction with different
groups. Active participation in social
media discourses facilitates students'
access to diverse information and support,
leading to a deeper understanding of
surrounding issues and the creation of
semantic coherence between their
personal and social experiences. However,
the results show that meaning-making
alone is not the main driver of demanding
behaviors, but rather acts as a
complementary and reinforcing
mechanism, and its effectiveness is
understood in connection with broader
communication structures.
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Figure 1: Conceptual research model
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Table 3: Results of testing research hypotheses
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Figure 2: Structural model of the research, path coefficients
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Figure 3: Conceptual research model with path coefficients
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